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Brunel Puzzles - Information for parents 
 
We hope that you have enjoyed the BPMA Brunel exhibition - either online or at one 
of the many venues in the South West during 2006 - to celebrate 200 years since 
Brunel’s birth. 
 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel is a fascinating Victorian person for primary school  
children to find out about.  His ideas for bridges, railways and ships helped change 
life in the Victorian world, and his impact is still felt today. 
 
In this section of our website you will find some activities for your children to do 
linked to the exhibition. These will support some of the topics that they study in 
school. In particular, they link with History and Science: 

 
If you happen to live near any of the bridges, tunnels or other projects that Brunel 
worked on, it is an excellent opportunity to find out some more about how his ideas 
changed your local area. You could visit some places with your children and encourage 
them to sketch or photograph them and perhaps do some personal research. You 
could develop their thinking about how the Victorians changed our world by asking 
them to imagine what life would be like if there were no trains, bridges, ships, 
travel. 
 

There are many other websites your children could visit to find out some more about 
Brunel and play some interactive games. 
 

Follow this link for an excellent bridge construction activity which will encourage 
children to think about different types of structures: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/bridge/challenge/index.html 
 

The BBC website also has good links for children to find out more about Brunel’s life: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/famouspeople/standard/brunel/learn/  

QCA National Curriculum Key Stage 1 History 
Unit 4: Why do we remember Florence Nightingale? 
This unit can be adapted to look at the life of Brunel and teach children about the lives 
of famous people in the past. 
 

QCA National Curriculum Key Stage 2 History 
11a) A study the impact of significant individuals, events and changes in work and  
transport on the lives of men, women and children from different sections of society 
 

QCA History Unit 12: How did life change in our locality in Victorian times? 
 
National Curriculum Science 
Sc3 Materials and their properties 
Including: to compare everyday materials and objects on the basis of their  
material properties, including hardness, strength, flexibility and magnetic  
behaviour, and to relate these properties to everyday uses of the materials. 



 True False 
Brunel was born in 1810.   

Brunel studied in Paris as an apprentice to a watchmaker.   

Brunel’s father was also an engineer.   

Brunel’s first job was building the Thames tunnel.   

He wanted to build a railway from London to Glasgow.   

He became Chief Engineer at the Great Western Railway  
in 1833. 

  

The first ship he built was the Titanic.   

His biggest ship was the Steam Ship Great Eastern.   
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Can you remember when Brunel was born? When did he build his first ship? Complete 
the timeline by putting the correct date and facts in the hats and boxes. 

ANSWERS 

Brunel was 
born 

Work 
started on 
the Thames 

tunnel 

Became Chief 
Engineer on 
the Great 
Western  
Railway 

PS Great 
Western 

was 
launched 

Paddington 
Station was 
completed 

Brunel died 

Use these dates and facts to help you complete the hat timeline. 

1806 

1837 

1859 

Work 
started on 
the Thames 

tunnel 

Became Chief 
Engineer on 
the Great 
Western  
Railway 

Paddington 
Station was 
completed 

1806 1823 1833 1837 1854 1859 

Decide which statements are true or false, and tick the right boxes. 
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How much can you remember about Brunel’s life? Can you complete 
the crossword puzzle? 

Across 
4  This was sorted on the Great Western 
    trains 

 

7  Brunel’s first transatlantic steamship 

 

8  Brunel’s first tunnel was built under this 
    river 
 

9  Station in London designed by Brunel 

Down 
1  What type of bridge was Clifton? 
 

2  Brunel’s middle name 
 

3  The biggest ship in Victorian times  
 

4  Name of IK Brunel’s father 
 

5  Brunel’s place of birth 
 

6  Brunel’s famous style of hat 
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